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August 12, 2011

Honorable Doc Hastings Honorable Edward Markey

Chairman, Ranking Minority Member

House Committee on Natural Resources House Committee on Natural Resources
1203 Longworth Bldg. 2108 Rayburn Bldg.

Washington, DC 20515 Washington. DC 20515

Honorable Tom McClintock Honorable Grace Napolitano

Chairman Ranking Minority Member
Subcommittee on Water and Power Subcommittee on Water and Power

428 Cannon Bldg 1610 Longworth Bldg.

Washington DC 20515 Washington DC, 20515

Re: Opposition to H.R. 1837 The San Joaquin Valley Water Reliability Act.

Dear Chairman Hastings, Chairman McClintock, Ranking Minority Member Markey and Ranking
Minority Member Napolitano:

This letter will provide the concerns of the California and Oregon salmon fishing industry with the
provisions of H.R. 1837 The San Joaquin Valley Water Reliability Act which would destroy our
industry. We represent approximately 2,000 businesses and 23,000 people who are dependent on
the California Central Valley salmon for all or part of our livelihoods.



On May 11, 2011, Congressman Devin Nunes introduced H.R. 1837. Since that time hundreds
of organizations, political leaders and agencies have expressed grave concerns about various
provisions of the bill. On May30th many of us wrote Chairman McClintock outlining the
devastating impact H.R. 1837 would have on the Central Valley salmon runs and the businesses
of the salmon industry. This letter will focus on the provisions of H.R. 1837 that would gut the
requirements of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act, which we did not address at length
in our prior letter.

The Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA) was passed in 1992. It responded to a
historic collapse of the California salmon populations and included key provisions designed to
bring the salmon back. It recognized that minimum river and Delta flows were necessary if the
salmon were to be recovered. It set aside 800,000 acre feet of water reserved in large part to
provide the freshwater river and Delta flow needs for successful salmon spawning and migration
survival. The CVPIA also recognized that substantial funds would be required for salmon
habitat and other improvements. It set up a restoration fund to be administered by the Bureau of
Reclamation and funded by CVPIA water contracts. This fund has annually provided $50 to $75
million for restoration and has been a key part of river and Delta projects to recover and improve
salmon habitat. The restoration fund also funds water acquisitions for the wildlife refuges which
are important to duck hunters. Finally, the CVPIA required that the wild Central Valley salmon
populations be doubled.

The provisions of the CVPIA have contributed substantially to salmon habitat improvements,
and after enactment, populations of salmon and other native fish rebounded throughout the
1990s. However, in the 2000s water exports from the Delta increased to much higher levels and
the populations of salmon and other native species plummeted. The result has been a continued
collapse of the salmon runs. Two of the runs are now in serious danger of extinction and there
are now record low levels of fall run Chinook Salmon, the backbone of the fishery. To avoid
complete loss of the salmon, the fishing seasons were completely shut down in 2008 and 2009
with just a token season in 2010. The impact of these events on the tens of thousands of people
involved in the salmon industry has been devastating.

Mr. Nunes bill, H.R. 1837, would gut the provisions of the CVPIA and also would gut the
Central Valley provisions of the Endangered Species Act which have been put into place by the
National Marine Fisheries Service to avoid the salmon and steelhead extinctions and begin
recovery. H.R. 1837 would eliminate the 800,000 acre feet of water critical for the survival of
salmon, other fish, and wildlife and send it to junior water eights holders on the West side of the
San Joaquin Valley. It would also eliminate the restoration fund and instead use the money to
purchase more water for the agricultural interests. H.R 1837 would take the administration of the
restoration fund away from The Bureau of Reclamation and turn it over to a committee of water

contractors.
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In short, H.R. 1837 would remove all the rights of salmon for the water they need and the
projects that can bring about their recovery. Salmon would be relegated to an almost sure
extinction in order to satisfy the greedy demands of a few marginal agricultural districts. We
urge the U.S. Congress not to be misled by this corporate greed. We urge that all changes to the
Central Valley Project Improvement Act be eliminated from the bill. We support the program
underway by the State of California to establish the best water plan for all of California which
includes ecosystem recovery and protections for wildlife.

We strongly oppose H.R. 1837. This bill is a radical attempt to place the water demands of a few
of California’s most junior water rights holders ahead of all other California interests in a blatant

water grab. No industry has suffered more than the salmon industry over the political
maneuvering of these people. We urge congress to reject this bill particularly the changes to the

CVPIA.

We appreciate your hearing our views.

Sincerely,

Geke Graden

Pacific Coast Federation.
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Golden Gate Salmon Association, 11370 Auto Center Drive, Petaluma, CA 95952
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